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From the Earliest Accounts to the Present Time However, this recrimination did not hinder that prince from
protecting them, as they had taken care to secure his favour by the homage they paid him. We are, indeed, told
that the Jews, who pretended then to deal in astrology and magic, had promised Yezid, the son of Hasan, then
on the throne, and a wicked prince, a forty years reign, if he would destroy all the images within his dominions;
but that his accepting the condition raised such a powerful party of saints in heaven, that they obtained a
sentence of death against him. Upon which his son was going to revenge the cheat, and his father s death, upon
them, but that they retired betimes into the Roman territories, and so escaped his resentment. But there is a
manifest anachronism in that story, to say nothing worse of it, since Yezid died, A. D. 683; whereas, according to
the author last named, the edict against images did not come out till three years after, that is, anno 686.
Besides, it is so far from probable that the Jewish nation suffered under Yezid, or any of his immediate
successors, that, on the contrary, they lived in such liberty and quiet under them, that their prince, or chief of
the captivity, enjoyed as great an authority as if he had been their real king: and the same may be said of those
that dwelt in Egypt and Syria, which was then under the Ommiades, whose family was no less friendly to the
Jewish nation. But it is now...
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