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have, moreover, been faced with this difficulty. Many of the
incidents of my official life have been not altogether to the
credit of those who had part in them; and as they occurred,
none of them less than twelve, and some nearly forty years
ago, a considerable number of these persons are no longer
living. A strict adherence to the nil nisi bonum principle would
thus cause the omission of some of my principal difficulties;
but in order to create as little heart-burning as possible from
the revived memory of events for the most part forgotten, I
have substituted letters, which are not the proper initials, for
the names of those, whether alive or dead, of whom
circumstances are related likely to be regarded as not
altogether to their credit. Though I am aware that the persons
indicated will be recognised by some, yet by this expedient they
need not be known beyond...
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