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Demetris Christofias and Turkish Cypriot leader Dervis Eroglu have engaged in an intensified negotiation
process but as 2011 ended and 2012 began, no measurable progress had been achieved to reach a mutually
agreed settlement. This stalemate raises questions about whether the thus far elusive solution for unification
can be achieved at all, increasing the possibility of an outcome bordering on or even permanent separation,
potentially as early as July 2012. On January 22-24, 2012, Christofias and Eroglu were in New York for a fifth
meeting with U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to assess the progress of the negotiations. Ban had
suggested that the Greentree 2 meeting would attempt to finalize a deal in the areas of governance, economy,
and EU issues where convergences had been reported that would allow the U.N. to convene an international
conference in the spring to resolve security-related issues and allow referenda on a final agreement in both the
north and south by early summer of 2012. The hope among some was that a reunified Cyprus would .
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