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edition. Excerpt: .mind. This may be readily seen in the thirty
colour prints by Hiroshige, and the hundred views of this
mountain by Hokusai. The cherry and plum blossoms,
emblems of the beauty and purity of spring, are also intimately
associated with the life and the ornament of the people. It is
this literal treatment of natural types, the marvellous
technique, and especially the significance of the forms chosen,
that constitutes the charm of the earlier Japanese art. It is
singular that the materials used by the Japanese should be of
little intrinsic value. Having no jewellery, they use little of the
precious metals; iron, bronze, enamels, clay, wood, and lac
being the chief materials utilized in the decorative arts of
Japan. Bronze is one of the earliest materials used in the arts
of Japan, and their large statue of Buddha at Kamakura, cast
in A.D....
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