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Excerpt: ... in THE EXTENSION OF SLAVERY IT remained to be seen whether the forces bred in the Jacksonian
time were also spent and gone, with the passing from office of the men who had personified them. It was
difficult to reason upon cause and effect amidst such scenes of change. Unquestionably a veritable revolution
had been wrought in American politics and social action while Jackson and his partisans ruled in affairs; but
who could say whether these men had been products or causes of that revolution No doubt there had been an
air of lawlessness in the headstrong action of the uncompromising, frontier soldier who had been President.
The fruit of his rough handling had shown itself obviously enough during the mild reign of his lieutenant and
successor. And the country had seemed to take its cue from General Jackson. Riot and brawling disorder had
everywhere been thrust into affairs with unexampled boldness, success, immunity from punishment.
Headstrong men sought everywhere to take the law into their own hands and do what seemed best in their own
eyes, --used force to win strikes against their employers, to carry elections, to silence abolitionist agitators and
drive free negroes out of the cities, to destroy the power of the Roman Catholics coming in at the ports, to
punish offences which the courts too slowly dealt with or let go by, to get food when prices rose too high. Men
fought in armed bands in city streets because they were...
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